
Cornerstone Rescue Mission has always 
opened its doors to anyone in need, and we 
do so based on the Biblical principles we were 
founded on. One of the groups of folks we 
have always worked with are male parolees 
coming out of the South Dakota Department 
of Corrections prison system who are trying 
to rebuild their lives. We have worked with 
parolees for 37 years and last year designated 
a section of our mission for men specifically on 
parole. This is a group of folks dear to our hearts 
– just as they were and are to Jesus. Following 
is a story of one of our parolees:

 On 10/07/2019 Mr. Ron Larson arrived at 
the Cornerstone Transitional Unit. The day 
that he arrived, he had a seriously bad attitude 
and wasn’t willing to work with anyone. His 
language was foul, and he was angry with not 
only the staff but also with the other clients. 
The staff continued to work with Mr. Larson, 
and he started to realize what Cornerstone was 
about. He began to realize that we were here to 
help him transition back into the community. 
He had several health issues and staff assisted 
him with getting doctor’s appointments set up 
as well transportation and his special diet. Ron 
started to work and help staff out when he could. 
Ron even credited the staff with helping him to 
find God in his life. He went from being angry 
to, you could see, a light in his eyes. Ron started 
to talk to some of the younger clients and was 
trying to get through to them about making 
positive changes in their lives. Ron Larson soon 
gained the respect from all the other clients 
and staff in the Unit. On 11/04/2019 his health 
failed for the last time and he passed away at 
the hospital. Ron Larson’s death affected both 

the clients and the staff deeply. The clients 
wouldn’t allow anyone to sit in the chair in the 
dayroom that Ron usually sat in. Even though 
gone, that was still Ron’s chair. On 12/10/2019 
Mr. Derek Lone Hill arrived at the Cornerstone 
Transitional Unit. It was brought to the staff’s 
attention that he is an artist and they had an idea 
of asking if Mr. Lone Hill would be willing to do 
a mural in the dayroom of Ronald Larson. Mr. 
Lone Hill was glad for the opportunity; he even 
seemed honored. The mural was placed in the 
dayroom to remind those that knew Ron of what 
a good man he was, and what the goal is here at 
Cornerstone. We take everyone’s recovery and 
transition very seriously, and we show that we 
truly do care and we are here to walk with them 
even through the toughest of times.  Hopefully, 
like Ron, during their transition they too will 
find God in their lives. Written by Justin 
Schofield, Mission Operations Manager.

Valentine’s Day is a great reminder that we 
are all here to love and to serve and to help 
those around us through the good and the bad– 
just like Jesus is here to help us. 

Happy Valentine’s 
Day!!

Peace, Lysa
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Our Hill City friends knocked it out of the park 
again!  Every year the whole town rallies together 
to donate purses filled with such nice items to 
the ladies at the Women & Children’s Home.  It 
is one of the holiday highlights for our ladies.  
They also donate a new pillow with an awesome 
handmade pillowcase to the children of the home.  
These are given out to all the children, with a new 
pair of pajamas and a book, on Christmas Eve.  
Our friends from Hill City always go the extra 
mile to show love to all our guests and staff at 
the Women & Children’s Home!   

Huether Associates of Thrivent Financial 
did a household and personal hygiene drive 
for the Women & Children’s Home.  Matt 
Huether also donated $250, with a matching 
donation of $250 from Thrivent.  He is 
pictured above with his cute little helpers!

Ben & Zachary Wood gave their 
"Giving Money" to Cornerstone. 

What sweet boys!

Each child of 
Cornerstone 
received a gift 
bag.  65+ bags 
were made up - 
all through the 
generosity of 
donations!



For their “Service Project For Duty To God 
Adventure” the Cub Scout Pack 17, which is 
comprised of boys and girls in grades kindergarten 
through 5th grade, used the money they raised from 
selling popcorn to purchase 10 backpacks for the 
Veterans who stay at Cornerstone.  They filled the 
backpacks with personal products, slippers, socks, 
winter hats, gloves, and more.  What a generous and 
thoughtful group of kids and we thank them!   

Jay Salter 
and Jacki 
DeMarce 
from Edward 
Jones, along 
with their 
generous 
clients, came together again this 
year to donate many nice toys to the 
children of Cornerstone.  This was an 
amazing gift and brought many smiles 
to the kids!  Thanks to Jay, Jacki, and 
everyone who donated!

Lesley Wilkinson brought items to the Women & 
Children's Home that were collected by our friends at 

Black Hills Surgery Hospital.  Thanks so much!

Our friends from Zonta donated gifts to the ladies at the 
Women & Children's Home.  So generous!

Scheels gave Cornerstone $2,500 for Day Of Giving. 
They are such a good friend to Cornerstone!



Needs 
List:

MEN’S MISSION
30 Main St.

KITCHEN
Fruits and vegetables, eggs, milk, 
coffee, sugar, oatmeal, pancake mix
Cream of mushroom or chicken soup 
all kinds of meat.

MISSION: 
Foot powder, towels, twin-sized 
blankets, twin-sized sheets, cold 
weather outerwear, reading glasses, 
bottled water for sack lunches, 
personal hygiene items for men & 
women, backpacks.

CORNERSTONE THRIFT 
STORE
401 – 11th Street
Beds, furniture and appliances, 
kitchen items, home décor.

WOMEN & CHILDREN’S 
HOME
301 Fox Run Drive
Coffee, eggs, milk, cereal, sandwich 
bread, butter, sugar, laundry soap, 
dish soap, baby wash, baby lotion, 
kleenex, clorox wipes and personal 
hygiene items.

VETERANS - 30 Main St.
Shoes, boots, thermal underwear, 
sugar, creamer, antiperspirant, lotion, 
backpacks, coffee.

APARTMENTS
1220 East Blvd.
Dish soap and household cleaners.

ADOPT A FAMILY
Gas cards, oil changes, laundry soap, 
dish soap, toilet paper, household 
items.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CORNERSTONE RESCUE MISSION
(The enclosed envelope is for your convenience. We are serving more people every day. Your help is appreciated!)

Thank You!!
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Freedom Church brought gifts for all the kids at the apartments. How fun!


